The incidence of tuberculosis in a cohort of South-East Asian refugees arriving in Australia 1984-94.
We have used record linkage analysis to describe the incidence of tuberculosis in a cohort of 24 652 predominantly south-east Asian refugees who arrived in Sydney, Australia during the period 1984 to 1994. Cases that had been registered with the State Department of Health were confirmed by examination of case records. After an average follow-up interval of 10.3 years there were 189 cases of tuberculosis, equivalent to an average incidence rate of 74.9 cases per 100 000 person-years. The highest incidence rate was in 40-49 year olds and 47% of cases were in women. One hundred and twenty seven cases (67%) were pulmonary and, of these, 64 (50%) were direct smear positive. The incidence of tuberculosis in this cohort is similar to that observed among Vietnamese migrants to Australia and the USA and substantially higher than the incidence among people born in Australia. It is important to maintain awareness of the diagnosis of tuberculosis, especially in countries such as Australia, where the incidence in the general population is low but where there are large populations of migrants and refugees in whom a higher incidence is expected.